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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


South Vietnam 


Heavy fighting continued yesterday in the city of Hue as US Marines 

and ARVN forces fought to clear the remaining pockets of enemy 

resistance. 
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Eight sporadic contacts and sniper fire continue throughout the city of 
Saigon. Sweeping operations are in progress in Cholon and other 
areas throughout the city. 

Action in the Khe Sanh area increased sharply when the combat base 
area began receiving heavy concentrations of rocket, mortar and artillery 
fire late yesterday afternoon. A few minutes later a Marine company on 
hill 861 reported they were under heavy ground attack by a reported 200 
plus enemy force. The enemy employed rockets, bangalore torpedoes, 
satchel charges, and automatic weapons. At one point some of the enemy 
were reported to have broken through the wire defenses. After four 
hours of fighting, the enemy withdrew, leaving 108 dead. Seven US 
Marines were killed and 44 were wounded. 
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In Bien Hoa province, to the north of Saigon, no enemy military activity has 
been reported during the night. According to a report from a competent 
American observer, a number of North Vietnamese Army prisoners stated 
that they came to Bien Hoa to receive the province. They said they were 
told that the "Americans* 1 had negotiated with the NEF for the establishment 
of a coalition government,. 
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Reports from Quang Tin and Qiang Ngai provinces in the First Corps 
indicate that the enemy will make mass attacks on cities and in the... - • 
districts some time before, February!©* ; People continue to go about 
their business in a normal fashion, but there are signs of uncertainty. 
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Reports from Dalat indicate that sporadic small arms fire was continuing 
within the city. A CIDG unit was attempting to secure areas of the town. 

The airfield continued to remain^clpsedjto all traffic* The local populace.:; , . 

has not rallied to the Viet Co but fi^L^%een firmly supporting the goveromppt 
throughout the period of enemy attacks.. Census grievance sources re p^r 
the Viet Cong are tired and hungry, but plan to stay in the city until Wednesday. 
They will then exfiltrate, to return ahdf resume their attack on Saturday^.. . 

F i ebr\xary / 40, : ' If they are unsuccessful^ they will cease all offensive action 
in the- Dalat area. 
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Norths Vietnam; d :^ ; ' g.!; "• . . '. 

; All major strikes scheduled for last night and this morning were 
' cancelled because of had weather. US pilots flew 101 armed reconnaissance 
sorties, mainly in the southern half of the country. 
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Two- US aircraft were downed over North Vietnam yesterday morning; 
one probably to ground fire and the other was hit by an air-to-air missile 
fired by a MIG. The aircraft hit by the MIG began to burn immediately 
but the pilot was able to eject. No beeper was heard, however, and rescue 
efforts will not be attempted due to the. location of the incident. 

A MIG-21 was also shot down yesterday morning in a separate engagment. 


White House Situation Room 
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Briefing Officer 
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